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Ak-Tatyr community members mark 

on a map to show the various 

interests and agreements related to 

their pastureland.  Using this simple 

technique, introduced with USAID’s 

support, the community was able to 

protect their rights and prevent 

potential conflicts among multiple 

pasture users. (Photo:  RDF) 

 

EXAMPLES OF OUR IMPACT 

 USAID’s electoral assistance 

and election education 

campaign contributed to the 

success of Kyrgyzstan’s 

November 2010 national 

elections. 

 USAID’s work with the Ministry of 

Health has ensured that more 

than 80 percent of the 

population is covered by the 

Health Insurance Fund.  

 More than 1,200 teachers have 

received in-service and pre-

service training on student-

centered teaching methodology 

through the USAID Quality 

Learning Project. 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

With USAID’s assistance, Kyrgyzstan has made substantial progress in 

the areas of economic growth, democratic governance, health care 

reform, improvement of basic education, and agricultural development. 

However, significant impediments to development remain, including 

widespread corruption, low foreign 

investment, high unemployment, and 

endemic poverty.  Approximately 

one-third of Kyrgyzstan’s workforce 

is employed abroad, draining the 

country of its qualified labor and 

reducing the availability of services.  

The implementation of democratic 

reforms remains a challenge, and 

limited energy resources and low 

agricultural productivity leave the 

country susceptible to humanitarian 

crises.  

PROGRAMS 

GOVERNING JUSTLY AND DEMOCRATICALLY 

USAID’s extensive support helped ensure that fair and free parliamentary 

elections took place in Kyrgyzstan in November 2010 following the unrest 

earlier that year.  USAID trained nearly 30,000 election officials, and voter 

education programs and information reached 756,000 citizens.  While 

many doubted that the government had the political will to adhere to 

democratic principles, intensive technical assistance to the Central 

Election Commission and effective donor coordination resulted in the 

recognition of the elections as fair and their acceptance by the local and 

international community.  Since the elections, Kyrgyzstan has emerged as 

Central Asia’s first parliamentary democracy.  USAID is capitalizing on 

this important development by providing expert advice and capacity 

building to Kyrgyzstan’s new parliament through the Parliamentary 

Strengthening Project, which helps make the parliament an effective and 

democratic institution and a model for Central Asia.  

USAID will increase outreach to civil society organizations to strengthen 

their capacity for providing input into national-level decision making.  

USAID’s local government programs will help district and municipal 

governments improve their working relationships with business and 

community groups, to strengthen their ability to respond to citizen 

concerns and seize upon economic opportunities. 
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 On behalf of the American people, the U.S. government has provided humanitarian assistance and economic development to those in 

need around the world since the Marshall Plan.                    
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Funding Sources: Assistance for Europe, Eurasia 
and Central Asia and Global Health and Child 

Survival Funds 
 

For more information, see the  
FY2011 Congressional Budget Justification 

http://www.usaid.gov/policy/budget/ 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Carey Gordon 
Country Director 
USAID Kyrgyzstan 
171 Mira Avenue 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 720016 
Tel:  996-312-551-241 
 
Anne Convery 
Acting Desk Officer 

Tel: (202) 712-4029 

E-mail: aconvery@usaid.gov 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

http://centralasia.usaid.gov/ 

 

ECONOMIC GROWTH:  THE FOUNDATION FOR A STRONG ECONOMY 

USAID recently launched its Local Development Project to stimulate 

rapid, diversified, and sustainable economic growth by supporting local 

economic development in Kyrgyzstan.  The project will work with 24 

partner municipalities, towns, and villages throughout Kyrgyzstan that are 

competitively selected.  USAID’s assistance focuses on improving tax 

administration, simplifying the licensing regime, facilitating trade, and 

streamlining customs.   

Kyrgyzstan’s limited energy resources threaten to hold back the country’s 

economic growth.  To facilitate the development of regional electricity 

markets in Central Asia, USAID helps reform the country’s electricity 

system and devises policies to mitigate energy shortages.   

The Kyrgyzstan Agro-Input Enterprise Development project helps address 

long-term agricultural productivity.  It focuses on farmers and commodities 

with the best potential for improving sustainable agricultural production 

and food security.  To reduce the impact of rising food prices and low 

agricultural productivity, USAID is helping to introduce modern 

technologies to increase the ability of the agricultural sector to provide 

food and incomes, and is helping to develop private-public partnerships.   

INVESTING IN PEOPLE: HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION 

Tuberculosis (TB) control is USAID’s number one health priority in 

Kyrgyzstan.  The 2009 data showed significant decreases in TB incidence 

and mortality related to TB.  TB incidence fell from 116 per 100,000 

inhabitants in 2005 to 101 in 2009, and mortality has declined from 11 per 

100,000 in 2005 to 8.7 in 2009.  Additionally, USAID has helped 

Kyrgyzstan design its health reform plans, including health finance reform, 

and has been supporting their implementation.  With USAID’s support, the 

country adopted a single-payer system and an institute of family medicine 

that includes over 700 centers staffed with specialists that USAID helped 

retrain.   

For eight years, USAID has supported the National Scholarship Test.  

The test is used to select government scholarship recipients on the basis 

of merit and has served as a model for anti-corruption activities.  USAID 

also helps improve teacher training and student assessments, promotes 

teacher involvement in curriculum reform, and assists in reforming the 

education finance system.  Over 20 percent of the country’s primary 

school students have benefitted from this assistance.  Additionally, USAID 

provides student loan guarantees to enable students to access 

Kyrgyzstan’s better quality universities and vocational schools. 


